How did you do this past year? Is
there anything you would change? Are
you completely satisfied with every-
thing you did? What more could you
have done? These are all important
questions. We have a whole new year
ahead of us. If we want this one to be
better than the last we had better have
a plan, right? So where do we go from
here?

In the Bible, Jesus gives us the
single greatest undertaking of all:

Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind and with all your strength.'
Mark 12:30

God wants us to love Him with our
hearts, our souls, our minds and our
strength (or our bodies). In other
words, with everything God has cre-
ated us to be, we are to love Him.
Many times when the Bible refers to
the heart it also speaks of the soul.
Our heart has to do with our emotions
or the deep things of our lives. The
heart cannot always be expressed
verbally, but many times through our
actions. Our actions always prove
what is truly in our heart and soul.
The soul, although associated
with the heart goes even deeper. The
soul is mentioned in the Bible as the
inner person (Eph. 3:16). This inner
person, or soul, is who we truly are
when no one else is around. It is what
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we do when faced with a compromis-
ing situation where no accountability
exists. It is who we are when all other
masks and facades are removed. This
is the person that God sees. This is
the person that God wants above all
else. God wants us to love Him with
our innermost parts. Have you been
loving God with all you heart and all
your soul?

Gad also wants us to love Him
with all of our minds. God wants us to
have understanding of who He is and
what He has done for us.

We know also that the Son of God
has come and has given us under-
standing, so that we may know him
who is true. And we are in him who Is
true--even in his Son Jesus Christ. He
is the true God and etemnal life. 1 jonn
520

Although there are many things we
cannot know about an all-knowing
God, He does give us enough to un-
derstand what we need to know about
Him. God loves us. God sent His one
and only son for us. God allowed His
son to die for us. God raised His son
back to life for us. God is true, and we
can place our trust in Him. We can
understand these vital things. So let us
love Him with our minds.

Ultimately, if we love God with all
of our heart, soul and mind—then our
bodies will naturally fall into line. The
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reason we fail to live a pleasing life
for Christ is because we neglect to
work on loving God with heart, soul
and mind. Our bodies will ALWAYS
naturally respond according to wha
is truly in our inner being. Are we
nurturing our inner being with love
in our hearts and minds? Our ac-
tions through the body will always
tell on us.

How have you been treating
people lately? What have your
thoughts and attitudes been toward
others lately? This is where the
inner being is played out. Do you
love God with everything? May this
be our resolution in the New Year,
to love God with everything He has
given us.

| pray that out of his glorious
riches he may strengthen you with
power through his Spirit in your
inner being, so that Christ may
dwell in your hearts through faith.
And | pray that you, being rooted
and established in love, may have
power, together with all the saints,
to grasp how wide and long and
high and deep is the love of Christ,
and to know this love that sur-
passes knowledge--that you may
be filled to the measure of all the
fullness of God. Ephes. 3:16-19

Have a Happy New Year,
Pastor Dave



MAS CHILD — A PROJECT of SAMARITAN ’S PURSE®. A total of 74 boxes were donated
this year. The Community Missions Committee would like to thank each and everyone of you
who sent a box. It is heartwarming to know that we have given something so small to bring joy
and smiles to a child overseas. A big thank-you to Darnell and Vicki for getting those boxes

ready for Phyllis to deliver.

Congratulations to:

Jake Tanner for being inducted into the National Honor Society at Liberty High School.
Your church, family and friends are very proud of you.





















