Why do we believe what we believe?
Why do we act the way we act? Why
do we say what we say? Why do we
have certain attitudes and opinions,
and why do we try to impose those
opinions on others?

As Christians we have a responsi-
bility to be true to the Word of God
- (the Bible). The Word of truth doesn’t
change. The Word of God is valid and
-~ trustworthy. Problems come, however,
when we begin to view our opinions,
personal preferences and traditions as
biblical truths. For example, some
people may find a suit and tie to be
mandatory on Sunday morning. Why?
For many it is a respect issue. Some
believe that wearing your Sunday best
for the Lord is the respectful thing to
do. For others, it is a matter of tradi-
tion. It was the way our parents did it
and their parents before them. (Many
other examples could be used as well.)
As important as respect and tradition
may be, we need to ask ourselves,
“Does God really care what a person
wears when they are seeking Him?”
Does Jesus let things like clothing or
appearances keep Him from pursuing
a relationship with Him? If the answer
is, “No” then why should we let per-
sonal opinions and preferences keep
us from pursuing a relationship with
them? Is making our point more im-
portant than the life and salvation of
an individual who doesn’t quite fit in
the way we think he or she ought to?
Why do we do what we do?

One Sunday morning a pastor
invited a guest speaker to preach for
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him while he was out of town. Right
before Sunday school, that morning,
one of the deacons noticed a poorly
dressed man hanging out around the
church dumpster. The deacon got
some of the other deacons together to
discuss what they should do about the
man. As they kept a close eye on the
stranger, watched as he wove in-
between the cars in the parking lot,
one deacon decided that they should
call the sheriff, and let him handle the
situation. The chairman of the deacons
said “Well he’s not hurting anything.
Let’s just keep a close eye on him.”
One deacon volunteered to keep watch
on him all through Sunday School.
When Sunday School was over and
the church bells began to ring welcom-
ing all to come and worship, the dea-
con noticed the strange man nervously
moving a little closer to the front door.
By this time other church members
had noticed him as well and began
whispering in circles about their opin-
ions of the man.

As the service began and the con-
gregation began to sing the call to
worship, a pungent and odd odor be-
gan to slowly spread over the congre-
gation. As sharp eyes turned to see
what was going on people noticed that
the man from the parking lot had come
in and sat on the back pew of the
church. Some who sat near by began
to move away from the man in hopes
of getting some fresh air. The man just
sat with his hat close to his eyes and
his head bowed as people leaned over
and whispered to their neighbor and
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continued to cut their eyes sharply
at him.

The time came for the guest
speaker to share the morning mes-
sage. The chairman of the deacons
approached the pulpit asked the
congregation to turn in their Bibles
to the following passages:

"The King will reply, 'I tell you
the truth, whatever you did for one
of the least of these brothers of
mine, you did for me." Matthew
25:40

"He will reply, 'l tell you the
truth, whatever you did not do for
one of the least of these, you did
not do for me." Matthew 25:45
After reading, the deacon left the
Bible open, walked to the back of
the church where the man was sit-
ting, escorted him to the podium
and revealed his identity as the
guest speaker.

The lives of individuals and
their salvation should always come
before personal preferences, opin-
ions and traditions. Otherwise what
are we trying to preserve? Do we
invest in the temporal or the ever-
lasting? My prayer and hope is in
the everlasting.

In His Grace,
Pastor David





































